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Abstract 
Rumah bujang berselasar (single terraced house berselasar) and rumah tiang dua belas (twelve-pillared house) are the earliest 
and commonest house forms built among the old traditional houses of Kelantan and Terengganu in the northeastern part of 
Peninsular Malaysia. These long-roofed houses exhibit the distinctive form and the principal building components which 
contribute to their architectural identity. The houses in which the architectural form differs from the other Malay traditional house 
also give their distinctive distributions of ornate wood carvings. These houses are considered as the heritage of traditional Malay 
architecture originated from the region. Their survival and visibility in the past and present built environment reflect several 
changes in their architectural features. This paper aims to explore and elaborate the distinct characteristics and the features of the 
house architectural form that suggest the sustainability to preserve its identity within the existence of heterogeneous language and 
boundary. A few methods used to study this dimension of the house architecture include document review, face to face 
interviews with experts and on-site surveys and observation. The findings of research elucidate different patterns in continuing 
the existence of the house architecture since the 19th century until today. This includes: (1) modification or extension of the old 
structures, (2) adaptation/reuse of an old building, (3) reconstruction of the old structure, and (4) adoption of the architectural 
form in modern materials and construction. These preservation efforts are made by the descendant’s initiatives, government 
agencies and individual or private patrons which exemplify the diversified modes in safeguarding the regional identity of the 
built form through the passage of time. The findings of this research illustrate a valuable spectrum on the meanings of long-
roofed house in the traditional and modern environments which serve as a direction in developing the understanding and 
awareness of its heritage values. 
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1. Introduction 
Since the Second World War, hardly any Malay craftsmen had built long-roofed Malay houses simply because 
there was no demand for them from prospective owners[1]. Few old long-roofed houses are still found in Malaysia, 
for example in states of Perak, Kelantan, Terengganu, Selangor and Melaka, but they are not discernible due to two 
main reasons. First, the number of the houses is rather too small because they are lost to development pressures. 
Second, the houses have been abandoned and being threatened to demolition in some places since they are regarded 
as outdated and unsafe dwelling structure. Furthermore, there are houses that have been modified beyond 
recognition. Although the long-roofed house remains as the unpopular choice by modern Malays, its distinctive 
feature has been popular and discernible in the traditional Malay community of old periods. In view of its sustaining 
endurance in the old traditional architecture, the traditional house has long survival due to the wealth of timbers and 
plant-forms in nature [2]. During the old periods, the organic material like wood was abundantly found and became 
one of the earliest building materials that has significant properties [3]. However, the timber house is vulnerable for 
deterioration because timber is decayed by the effects of adverse environmental condition in tropical climate country 
like Malaysia. The preservation of this vernacular building remains a serious issue. Therefore, detail studies on the 
old traditional houses and their heritage identity can ensure that their cultural values are protected and sustained even 
though their individual building could not be preserved due to their extinction. 
This type of traditional heritage has been an important object of studies since the last three decades. Many previous 
studies of local and international scholars have emphasis on exploring the preservation of traditional architectures 
and their cultural heritage through either theoretical or technical research. Among the major concerns are on 
preservation of historical buildings (e.g. Vatan [4];Arazi et al. [5]), issues on socio-cultural and architectural 
heritage (e.g. Harding [6]; Vecco [7]), and re-adaptation of old house (e.g. Nur Hidayatul jamilah, [8]; Amir and Nur 
Dalilah [9]).So far, research identifying the heritage of old traditional house and its influence on buildings and 
modification in the present built environment is few and receives the least attention. Other studies are focusing on 
heritage and conservation of traditional houses and issues on its socio-cultural and architectural heritage. A little of 
similar research, which can fill the gaps; is carried out to study the meanings of its existence in the past and present 
built environment. Thus, the focus of this study is to look at the aspects on a collection of the old timber houses built 
in the years of 1800s to 1920s.The detail studies on these houses and their heritage identity can ensure that their 
cultural values are protected and sustained even though the individual buildings could not be preserved due to their 
extinction. Therefore, the aim of this study is to explore and investigate the distinct characteristics and features of 
the house architectural form suggesting the sustainability in the preservation of its identity within the past and 
present built environment. This includes the reinterpretation of the long roofed houses’ heritage identity in present 
or modern buildings, which reflects several changes in their architectural features. The objectives of this study are: 
(1) to analyse the state of existence of old long-roofed houses in Kelantan and Terengganu during the periods of 19th 
to 20thcenturies that reflect their regional identity, and (2) to determine the patterns of continued existence and 
visibility of the houses heritage identity in the present architecture. 
2. The Background 
2.1. The Malay traditional house  
Malay traditional house in the Peninsula of Malaysia is typological with variation of regional styles. Mohamad 
Tajuddin et al. [10] posit that Malay traditional house embraces a range of regional styles including Perak, 
Malaccan, Kedah and east coast styles. Each of them, as shown in Fig 1, is clearly distinguishable but corresponds 
to the ethnic milieu. Every province has its own masters and traditions for the artistic design of this wooden 
architecture. The house is the building built by the locals and not a product of the professional architects [11]. The 
house is a reflection of Malays’ way of living [12, 13, and 10] and their worldviews [14]. It is a result of a skillful 
understanding of beliefs and culture, and efficient use of natural resources for protection. This wooden architecture 
provides evidence of high building craftsmanship, artistic skills and subtle taste of folk craftsmen [15]. The tropical 
environment reflects on the lightness of timber construction. To grace the nature, it is added with open woodwork 
decorations that adorned the upper sections of window, door and walls. 
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Fig 1. Malay timber houses in regional variations including Perak, Malaccan, Kedah and east coast styles 
 
2.2. The meaning of traditional house in traditional Malay community/environment 
 
The splendor of timber houses in old Malay community, specifically in the Malay Peninsula, gained the momentum 
during the 19th and 20th centuries. This condition was reinforced by the skills of the craftsman as Syed Ahmad[16] 
states that a high level of taste and continuous patronage influenced the blossom of skillful craftsmen in the Malay 
Peninsula region. During this period, the houses were developed with variation of forms and recognized by the local 
society and the craftsmen in particular. Among the various forms, the oldest form is the long roof type known as 
rumah bujang (bachelor house) [1]. Rumah bujang berselasar (single terraced house berselasar) and rumah tiang 
dua belas (twelve-pillared house) are the earliest and commonest house forms built among the old traditional houses 
in the states of Kelantan and Terengganu in the north eastern part of Peninsular Malaysia. These long-roofed houses 
exhibit distinctive form and principal building components that contribute to their architectural identity. 
Kelantan and Terengganu houses are usually the tiang dua belas (twelve-pillared) that has become distinctive 
architectural form [17]. Craftsmen’s collective and regional world views contribute to the regional distinctiveness 
[14]. For example, dinding papan kembung (convex wall) that was found at the long roof houses throughout the 
Malay Peninsula reflects the collective craftsmen’s world views. However, the wall with distinctive feature, known 
as dinding janda berhias (decorative wall), was only found in Kelantan and Terengganu houses, reflecting the 
regional craftsmen’s world views.  The fabrication of distinct wall with carving embellishment is a response to a 
trend of the house building that symbolizes social status of its residents whilst corresponding to the traditional living 
nomenclatures and cultural values. The mode of embellishment for the houses is a reflection of the social rank and 
economic status of the dwellings’ owners [18] and influenced by their concept of living and spatial arrangement in 
their homes [19]. Oliver [20] posits that the strength of the traditional architecture has always been in the basic 
principles of materials used and its expression of the surrounding, aesthetical elements and the design of its spaces. 
Similarly, the significance of vernacular dwellings is expressed in built form and subtleties of details, in spatial 
organization, symbolism and decoration. 
2.3. Identity in built form 
A study that focuses on traditional or vernacular architecture is unavoidably related to the question on identity in the 
perspectives of either regional or architectural. Salama [21] defines identity as the collective aspect of the set of 
characteristics by which a building or a portion of a building is definitively recognizable. He posits that identity 
appears to have three underlying definitions in philosophical terms including: (1) the permanence over time of a 
subject unaffected by environmental changes below a certain threshold level, (2) the notion of unity, which 
establishes the limits of a subject and enables people to distinguish it from the others, and (3) a relation between two 
elements, which enables people to recognize them as identical. Thus, three aspects are achieved, namely 
permanence, distinction and recognition when tracing other attributes that incorporate meaning into visual pleasure. 
These aspects contribute to the identity of the particular object. The aspect of permanence involves the use of 
symbolic physical elements, for example, the mashrabiya and the dome in an attempt to link the present to the past. 
The aspects of distinction and recognition are manifested by the use of different surfaces in distinctive characters or 
by the use of architectural elements in different forms. Khoo [22] posits that categorization of the built form, for 
example into religious and ethnic buildings, is recognized by a set of discernible characteristics known as identity 
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for each category. 
3. Research Techniques 
This study is conducted as an exploratory research for which a significant amount of primary data was gathered 
from the archival review, on-site surveys and photographic documentation and semi-structured interviews. 
 
3.1 Archival review 
 
The first stage of research involved visual analysis on the technical drawings of old Kelantan and Terengganu 
timber houses. The purpose of the analysis is to identify and determine their visual attributes including (1) layout 
and orientation of houses, and (2) elemental and structural components of the houses. The drawings and related 
documents of selected 3 Kelantan houses and 3 Terengganu houses were obtained from the Centre for the Study of 
Built Environment in the Malay World (KALAM) at the Department of Architecture in the Universiti Teknologi 
Malaysia. The houses existed in the periods between 1800’s to 1920’s. 
 
3.2. Semi-structured interviews 
 
Semi-structured interviews with 2 prominent Malay craftsmen and architects were carried out to obtain their 
opinions and personal views on the research enquiries. Information on the Malay traditional houses especially on 
long-roofed houses is elicited from the prominent craftsmen who have been in practice for more than 30 years. Their 
knowledge and opinions are needed for the verification of data obtained from the archival review. The author also 
interviewed the house patrons, namely Ismail Said, from Skudai Johor, Norhaiza Noordin from Besut in 
Terengganu, and Rosnawati Othman from Kandis, Kelantan. The interviews were conducted during the on-site 
surveys whereby their opinions also served as supplementary information to this study. 
 
3.3. On-site surveys and photographic documentation 
 
In this stage of research, the authors visited the selected places and buildings as recommended by the experts during 
the interview to document their existing features. During the visits, the author used a checklist to identify and 
determine the heritage identity of the present architecture with their respective attributes that reflect the Kelantan 
and Terengganu long-roofed houses. Many visual data on socio-cultural and architectural heritage discovered during 
the visit are worth for further analysis and documentation. This method of research was complimented by a 
photographic documentation with the help of appropriate research instruments including digital camera and 
recorder.  
4. Results and Discussion 
The findings of research elucidate different patterns of continued existence of the house architecture since the 19th 
century until today. The findings illustrate a valuable spectrum on the meanings of the house architecture in the 
traditional and modern environments reflecting several changes in its architectural features. Therefore, in this 
section, the discussions are divided into two folds: (1) the existence of long-roofed houses in 19th to 20th century, 
and (2) the present survival of the house architecture. 
4.1. The old traditional Long-roofed houses existed in the 19th to 20th century  
The study finds that the 6 selected long-roofed houses of Kelantan and Terengganu from northeastern part of Malay 
Peninsula have been in continuing existence since 1800’s to 1920’s. The houses are unique dwelling forms with 
distinctive features and characteristics especially those in a form of long-roofed house with serambi 
(verandah).Within the context of this study, there are two basic variations of long-roofed house situated in the 
northeastern region of Peninsular Malaysia. As identified through the visual analysis, the forms of the house are 
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grouped in: (1) rumah tiang duabelas (twelve-pillared house), and (2) rumah bujang berserambi (bachelor house 
with verandah). These groups of old traditional dwellings were constructed in different periods with distinct 
architectural characteristics as illustrated in Table 1. The visual analyses conducted on the selected houses indicate 
that the physical and non-physical aspects of sustainability and identity reflect the houses’ socio-culture, utility and 
building components. Based on their visual attributes, the physical and practical nomenclatures of the houses existed 
during those periods are excellent indicator of tradition continuity in the timber-based structure made by the local 
craftsmen that is appropriate for tropical climate country like Malaysia. Similarities in the construction of the houses 
are in the shapes of the roof and eight-foot elevation of the floor above the ground level. The rumah tiang duabelas 
shares those pronounced architectural features of rumah bujang berserambiwhich is obvious in the form of long and 
steeply sloped roof. These houses have single ridge with two roof cover running the length of the house. 
Table 1. The two types of long-roofed housesand their basic characteristics 
 
Type of long-roofed house Basic characteristics 
Rumah tiang duabelas(twelve-pillared house) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Single-ridged roof form and elevated floors above the ground level. 
-It is characterized by a long and simple gable roof and pairs of pemeleh (gable board) 
which are usually found at the both ends. 
-the oldest, commonest and simplest house form (over a hundred years old). 
-It has a sophisticated addition system which allows extensions and additions of many 
types and variations. 
-Convex and decorative walls with carved panels fitted on upper section of theside 
walls. 
Rumah bujang berselasar (single terraced house 
berselasar) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-Single-ridged roof form and elevated floors above the ground level. 
-small-scale of basic living spaces like rumah ibu, rumah dapur and serambi.  
-It is characterized by a long and simple gable roof and pairs of pemeleh (gable 
board)which are usually found at the both ends. 
-the oldest, commonest and simplest house form (over a hundred years old) 
- Convex walls with decorative carved panels fitted on upper section of the walls. 
 
 
Another distinctive feature of these traditional houses is in the form of gable fascia boards locally known as 
pemeleh, a long curve gable edges. These gable fascia boards are fitted at both gable ends of the houses. The 
presence of the pemeleh makes the houses from the northeastern part of Peninsular Malaysia distinctively has 
different and unique character. Since the house designs are almost similar, it suggests that the carving motifs and 
patterns of carved components found within the houses also share similar character. Rumah bujang berselasar is 
called as such because it is also equipped with a long narrow area in a distinct feature called serambi, a verandah, 
situated next to rumah ibu(core house) thus it can be recognized as a long roof house with verandah. This house has 
an additional structure in a form of roofed platform which is extended according to the house length. This structure 
called serambi or selasar is added to one or both of the long sides of the house. An example of rumah bujang 
berserambi is Tahir’s houses and Wan Embong’s house is an example of rumah tiang dua belas as illustrated in 
Fig2.Both houses were built with the absence of any external influences. 
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Fig. 2. Tahir’s houses(left),Wan Embong’s house (middle), and Tok Ku Paloh’s house (right) 
4.1.1 House architectural setting as indication of social status of house patrons and their cultural backgrounds 
At all degrees of craftsmanship, both rumah bujang berserambiand rumah tiang duabelas reflect social position, 
that can be understood only by taking account of the social and cultural contexts in which it exists. Similarly, the 
fabrication modes of the embellishments carved by the craftsmen are influenced by social and cultural 
considerations either on their technical or their visual aspects. These mode shave been accepted and developed in the 
Malay dwellings which are occupied by Muslim dwellers. Embellishment within the prominent residences is a 
tangible customary culture of wealthy Malays in the 19th to 20th centuries. Their homes are not considered full-
fledged, if there is a no existence of embellishment. Carved components with beautiful motif are as a representation 
of traditions, and their application is varied with the socioeconomic characteristics of the houses patrons. Muslim 
dwellers' status of wealth and social rank are the determinants on the modes of embellishment. Both social status of 
the house patrons and their cultural backgrounds were linked by the expressions of this particular mode of 
embellishment. This suggests the importance of aesthetics in their abodes that signify their status and wealth. For 
example, the components on the walls of Wan Embong’s house of 1800 signify the importance of matching 
ornament to the residence social status. Wan Embong was a sailor and a descendant of a reputable family due to 
wealth and deep religious knowledge. 
Several decades later, the character of the carving design has not changed as appeared in Tahir’s house of 1908. 
Carving design performed in the technique of perforated carving still remains and has been traced embellishing lots 
of house components. A very large amount of carvings from 19th-century remains till 20th century, which help to 
make this period so great. The briefest reference of this carving can only be made to some of the more beautiful 
examples. This centuries-long tradition has its special place in the long-roofed houses and their patrons. This 
indicates that the symbolical meaning of the traditional embellishment is continuously safeguarded by the past 
generation of craftsmen as well as the house patrons.  
The long-roofed houses in which the architectural form differs from the other Malay traditional houses give their 
distinctive distributions of ornate wood carvings especially on the upper section of convex walls. For example, the 
emplacements of carvings with flora motifs are distributed into distinctive setting position within the walls of Tok 
Ku Paloh’s house as illustrated in Fig 2. The visual forms of the components are skillfully crafted and formatted by 
the craftsmen to fit the house architectural setting and synchronized with the pattern of the components distribution. 
In short, the Malay social and cultural aspects are the converging values in architectural ornament and dwelling. 
Both aspects deal basically with the two laws; tradition and nature. The fabrication of the houses and their 
woodcarving as embellishment certainly reflects the richness of woodwork in the Malay culture in the past.  
4.2. The present survival of Kelantan and Terengganu long-roofed houses   
Although the long-roofed houses are widely recognized and their reputation arose in the 19th century, the study 
finds that these vernacular dwellings also surface and complement the present built forms, as such their presences 
especially in today’s environment are in four different states of continued existence: (1) modification or extension of 
the old structures, (2) adaptation/reuse of an old building, (3) reconstruction of the old structure, and (4) adoption of 
the architectural form in modern materials and construction. 
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4.2.1 Modification /extension of the old structures 
 
Modification or extension of the old long-roofed houses has taken place due to the increasing number of house 
occupants. Today, the modification is done for two main reasons: (1) upgrading the old building into more 
comfortable living environment, and (2) safety purpose due to the timber defect. Upgrading the old dwelling by 
house patrons is in harmony with the fundamental meaning of the building. This type of modification has not lost its 
ascendancy. A prominent wood carver from Besut Terengganu, Norhaiza Noordin states that it is important to 
sustain the traditional concept and philosophy of the traditional house for present generation’s awareness and 
appreciation of its regional identity. This is the reason for sustaining his 100-years-old Terengganu house also 
known as Rumah Warisan (heritage house) which was bought in 1995 from local proprietor and still stands until 
today. He emphasizes that timber building of old generations is important references for the present generation of 
craftsmen and builders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 3. The Norhaiza’s house has been modified for more comfortable living spaces 
 
4.2.2. Adaptation/ reuse of an old building 
 
Adaptation/reuse of an old traditional house to a new functionality is another type of continued existence of Malay 
traditional architecture. The concept of adaptation is supported by building owners and there is a strong awareness 
that adaptive/reuse serves the key concepts of sustainability. For example, a 180-years-old Terengganu Malay house 
at Kampung Kandis, Bachok, and Kelantan as shown in Fig. 4, is currently used as a mini museum. The house 
belongs to the late Nik Rashiddin, a well-known master woodcarver and expert in the history and traditions of 
woodcarving and kris (Malay dagger) making. According to his wife, Rosnawati Othman, the house was originally 
restored to become their dwelling and a workshop. Today, the house gallery has become an attraction to local and 
outside visitors because it is a place of reference for Malay arts and crafts. Rosnawati claims that this effort is viable 
option for preservation of old building. Her husband has always wanted to retain original features to reflect the past. 
The original features are important references to the present generation especially craftsmen and builders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 4. The Terengganu house has been converted to a house gallery 
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4.2.3 Reconstruction of the old structure 
Another state of the old house survival is in a form of the building reconstruction or a replica of a prominent house. 
This is also considered as a viable effort to conserve the heritage value of traditional architecture. One good example 
is an effort made by a landscape architect and academician, Assoc. prof. Dr. Ismail Said who is involved in the 
construction of a small-scale timber building inspired from the old traditional house. The building is constructed in 
the same house compound located in Johor Bharu, Johor. It serves as a home library and was built by a group of 
local experts using similar technology and materials that reflect the past architectural values and design (Fig.5).In 
the same compound, one can see his contemporary house with abundance of carved ornaments that complement the 
house form. One can find not only carved ventilation panels above doors and windows, but also door panels and 
lattice screens decorated with carving. One of the purposes of the carved embellishments is to pay tribute to a great 
known master carver who had designed and crafted them, the late Nik Rasyiddin from Bachok, Kelantan. The works 
are indeed living references for current and future generations of woodcarvers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 5. The house library is inspired from traditional long-roofed house 
4.1.3. Adoption of the architectural form in modern materials and construction.  
 
The study also finds that the survival of the long-roofed house is achieved through reinterpreting its traditional 
features or structural components in modern buildings thus strengthening the sense of local identity in the current 
built environment.The Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC), centrally located in Kuala Lumpur, becomes one out of 
many buildings that adopts this idea. PWTC is a convention centre and is highly known for its world-class facilities 
and large event space for conventions, meetings, trade shows, weddings, concerts and exhibitions. Royale Chulan 
Hotel in Kuala Lumpur is another example of building that adopts the architectural form of long-roofed house, 
which offers a blend of traditional heritage and contemporary structure. Both buildings have single-ridged roof form 
with the strong feature of papan pemeleh (gable board) in distinctive character. Unlike Royal Chulan Hotel, the 
PWTC is equipped with frontal wall inspired from the convex wall panel of twelve-pillared house. From a distance, 
PWTC seems standing as an icon to the local architecture, which has its own identity. This suggests that the building 
architect knows how to produce contemporary buildings that their fabrications are not only driven for commercial 
value but also built from heritage driven. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Fig 6. The Royale Chulan Hotel (left) and Putra World Trade Centre (PWTC) (right) 
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    The findings of the research suggest that the construction of a few modern buildings such as PWTC and Raja 
Chulan hotel in new technology and materials reflects the past architectural style and design identity of the old 
traditional house. This is called ‘building of a new vernacular form due to technology transfer’. As the time passes, 
the design of a traditional architecture was adopted, developed, or transformed into the ones that are more complex 
and turned into exclusive forms. In addition, there are some changes in the technique of making them and their uses. 
However, the structural and compositional laws of putting the regional elements, which depart from the traditional 
use of space into hybrid functionality, govern the changes. 
The study finds that the preservation efforts made by the descendant’s initiatives, government agencies and 
individual or private patrons exemplify the diversified modes in safeguarding regional identity of the built form 
through the passage of time. The continuous efforts from these parties are significant to ensure the continued 
existences of the traditional heritage. In short, the vernacular values in the forms of long-roofed houses have been 
sustained into the traditional form and transformed into hybrid structure reflecting its past and present states of 
survival. The study suggests that the aesthetic phenomenology of long roof house originated in the 19th century is 
still prevalent in the 21st century architecture. As a material culture, the sustaining endurance of the vernacular 
heritage is prevalent not only in the old traditional architecture but also in the modern architecture with different 
modes of existence. The great architectural and ornamental styles in the traditional long-roofed houses have been the 
invention of wise craftsmen from the past.  
5. Conclusions and recommendations 
The research finds that the Terengganu and Kelantan traditional long-roofed houses, Rumah bujang berselasar and 
rumah tiang dua belasthat were in continuous existence in the periods of 1800s to 1920s, suggest the sustainability 
in the preservation of their identity within the past environment. Findings from the archival review suggest thattheir 
visual attributes and elemental components are excellent indicator of continuity in regional identity in many timber 
houses of wealthy Malays, for examples those houses that belong to Tahir, Wan Embong and Tok Ku Paloh. 
Furthermore, the materialization of the elemental carved components as a part and parcel of the house components 
reflect its functions as embellishment and the craftsman's adherence to the regional style of the traditional 
architecture. This style was a constantly repeated mode of structure and expression that has been carried on 
since1800s. Inasmuch, the aspects of socio-cultural meanings and practicality to the design solution determine the 
need for its existence within the traditional community. 
The study also finds that the architectural forms of the long-roofed houses of Kelantan and Terengganu are 
recognized by their beauty in the various forms of building existence in the present built environment. Their 
existence reflects several changes in their architectural features and they were found in four different states of 
continued existence, which include modification or extension of the old structures, adaptation/reuse of an old 
building, reconstruction of the old structure, and adoption of the architectural form in modern materials and 
construction. Although the long-roofed house remains as the unpopular choice of dwelling system by modern 
Malays, its distinctive feature still remains popular in today’s environment, which is in the different forms of 
existence. For example, the old long-roofed house that belongs to Norhaiza has been modified for more comfortable 
living spaces and Rosnawati has converted the old Terengganu house to a gallery. This suggests that the heritage 
values of the old houses are sustained in the present built environment for different functions. Today, local 
craftsmen still continue documenting their perception of traditional worldviews on wood, which in turn help to 
reinforce the sense of regional identity and simultaneously sustain the old building traditions as found in Ismail’s 
house gallery. In addition, the use of the old concept of embellishment in forms of carved components at the house 
serves as a reverence to such a fine piece of craftsmanship of the 1800s to 1900s. This suggests that Malay 
woodcarving is one of the major traditions of the regional architectural embellishment in the vernacular buildings 
that has been preserved until today. 
This leads to the conclusion that the architectural features of a few modern buildings are derived from the 
inexhaustible attributes of the old long-roofed houses of Kelantan and Terengganu. The houses are the products 
from local hardwood and they are the collective manifestation of the craftsmen’s skillful achievement in the past. 
These houses relate to their accomplishments in using and manipulating timber and their attitudes of making them 
for human practical comforts of domestic livings. This should inspire the present generation of designers and 
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craftsmen to use these values of craftsmanship for the present and future development. This includes the proper 
treatment of adapting past heritage in the modern day houses or buildings with original and yet appropriate values 
subscribed to the old timber houses. As the conclusion derived from this research, which is based on only long-
roofed type of houses in two different states from the northeastern parts of Peninsular, it is essential to extend further 
research to discover different meanings in different types of traditional houses located in other parts of Malaysia 
Peninsular such as Melaka and Negeri Sembilan (Central West style) and Johor (Southern style) which have 
different regional styles. Hence, the results and findings from this study would reveal more patterns of continued 
existence and visibility of the heritage identity of the old houses in the modern or present architecture. As revealed 
by this study, the meanings of the architectural identity within the traditional living are significant and 
comprehensible. Thus, the peak point of future development could only be reached through collective efforts of the 
present as well as succeeding generations leading to the sustainability of the regional and yet humane architecture.  
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